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Chartered stern trawlers
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POLY-NOREASTERN (Race)

Total mesh counts
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Web: Chaffing strip along inside of Bottom wings and Busom. Cut 8 meshes wide

5 mm Double Bar mesh, goring 3 meshes on each side (leaving 2 open meshes)
Secure 3 mesh of gore on inside (Bar Cut) of Bottom wings, and securing
other gore to footrope (Bolsh)
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Monitoring trawl performance
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— “small tears unlikely to significantly affect catch rates”

e Time management
— Tidal currents
— Decisions late in the day
e Catch subsampling
— Splitting of catch
— Selecting samples for size and age composition



— Influence of fish sign
o Attentiveness
— Towing speed
— Following depth contours



The end




Criteria for Determining A Valid Tow When an Object is Caught in Net

Object is defined as a crab pot, fishing gear, large rocks, etc.

Start here
No damage to Survev aear »| Gear damage resulted in significant loss of
g 9 No catch or improper fishing configuration
l Yes
Exact time of object entered survey trawl No Yes
can be determined
\4
l Yes No S— _ _
On Bottom time is >=20 minutes from Tow invalid, assign negative
start of tow until object entered net > performance code. Re-tow
l Yes No station
Multiply On Bottom time above by 0.10
= Acceptable Time Limit (ATL). Did
haulback occur <= ATL minutes after No
object entered net?
l Yes

Tow is valid, assign positive
performance code
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Start
here

Catch subsampling

Estimating total catch weight

Yes

Sorting to species

Sort catch to

Can entire catch
be weighed with
basket scale?

No
Weigh catch with (isc]htor}z_%&gs rettj)'?
load cell, Reweigh >
. for less abundant
codend after dumping -
species?
DR
Can the catch Whole haul for all
be weighed using but predominant
the load cell? species

species

A

not whole-hauled

Take representative
subsample to estimate
fractions of species

weighing by species

Weigh

Subsample by
species

Weigh

Can catch be
whole-hauled for

Estimate catch
volume from bin
and estimate A

0 density

Can the catch
volume be estimated

using bins of known Estimate codend
volume? » volume and

estimate density

all but one
species?

Sort all but predominant
species and estimate
predominant species
weight by subtraction

non-subsample
by species




The end




Why do we use charter vessels?

Only one NOAA research vessel:
used for acoustic & fish larvae surveys

\

Scope of operations too big for one vessel
5 vessels: 60-75 days each
2 boats in Bering Sea

3 boats in G. of Alaska _



