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A New Era of PICES‐ICES Scientific Cooperation 

  
 
The North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES) 
and the International Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea (ICES) have recently agreed on a framework to 
enhance scientific cooperation between the two 
organizations.  This will provide scientists in their 
respective organizations with a means to improve 
scientific understanding in the Northern Hemisphere.  The 
new agreement identifies research foci that are currently, 
or soon to become, areas of joint interest including: 
 Climate change; 
 Ecosystem assessments, including modeling; 
 Marine spatial planning; 
 Ocean acidification and hypoxia/anoxia. 

 
Scientific cooperation between PICES and ICES was 
initiated in 1998 when the Chairman of PICES and the 
President of ICES signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
on scientific cooperation that provided a first opportunity 
for the two organizations to explore each other’s interests 
in marine science and to determine how new advances 
might be made through cooperative activities. 
 
The new Framework for PICES-ICES Scientific Cooperation 
that was adopted in October 2011 identified specific topic 
areas that can be enhanced by greater cooperation between 
the two organizations.  Under this framework, cooperation 
can take the form of co-sponsored symposia, workshops, 
or topic sessions at each other’s annual meetings, or 
developing expert groups and strategic initiatives where 
PICES and ICES appoint scientists to focus on topics of 
joint interest.  Likewise, there was a desire by both 
organizations to foster and enhance collaboration in areas 
such as training, knowledge exchange, and communication. 
 
The Framework was developed by a Study Group that first 
met during the 2010 ICES Annual Science Conference in 
Nantes, France, to plan its work.  PICES Study Group 
members included: Sinjae Yoo (Science Board Chairman), 
Skip McKinnell (PICES Secretariat), Thomas Therriault 
and Hiroaki Saito (Science Board members).  Membership 
from ICES included: Manuel Barange (SCICOM Chairman), 
Adi Kellermann (ICES Secretariat), Begoña Santos and 
Mark Dickey-Collas (SCICOM representatives).  The first 
meeting had the benefit of some invited guests: Jürgen 
Alheit (Germany) and William Karp (U.S.A.) from ICES, 
and Anne Hollowed (U.S.A.) and Suam Kim (Korea) from 
PICES.  The Study Group met again in April 2011, 
immediately prior to the inter-sessional PICES Science Board 

meeting in Honolulu, U.S.A.  The final report of the Study 
Group and the description of the Framework can be found 
on the PICES website at http://www.pices.int/members/ 
study_groups/Disbanded_Study_Groups/SG-SP.aspx.  It 
aspires to provide guidance to the scientists working in the 
ICES and PICES communities to develop joint activities 
and information on the specific (and necessary) procedures 
of the two organizations that will ensure timely and 
beneficial results. 
 
The process that led to the establishment and flourishing 
of the joint PICES/ICES Working Group on Forecasting 
Climate Change Impacts on Fish and Shellfish is an 
example for developing a joint initiative.  It has now 
evolved within PICES to become the newly established 
Section on Climate Change Effects on Marine Ecosystems 
(S-CCME) to complement the new Strategic Initiative on 
Climate Change and Marine Ecosystems that was 
established within ICES.  The Framework will ensure that 
“ICES and PICES will become the leading international 
organizations providing science and advice related to the 
effects of climate change and variability on marine 
resources and ecosystems”.  Their expanded role came as 
a result of successful planning and implementation of their 
joint activities by the scientists from both organizations.  
The most important of these was the PICES/ICES/FAO 
symposium on “Climate change effects on fish and fisheries: 
Forecasting impacts, assessing ecosystem responses, and 
evaluating management strategies” convened in Sendai, 
Japan, in April 2010, and published as a proceedings in the 
ICES Journal of Marine Science (Vol. 68, No. 6) in 2011. 
 
To further collaboration with ICES, PICES currently is 
developing a webpage to allow on-line submissions of 
proposals for jointly-sponsored topic sessions and 
workshops at PICES Annual Meetings.  Both organizations 
have agreed to share lists of proposed sessions and 
workshops in advance our Science Board (PICES) and 
SCICOM (ICES) meetings in the fall to allow greater 
opportunities for co-sponsorship.  The kickoff for the new 
era of cooperation begins in April 2012 with the second 
PICES/ICES conference for early career marine scientists 
(http://www.ices.dk/marineworld/oceans/index.asp). 
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