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9. SEARCH TUTORIAL AND EXAMPLES 

Two search examples are given. In the first, an 
example search using the legacy NSDI 
Clearinghouse search interface is presented.  This 
eventually will be replace by the GeoNetwork 
search interface which is the second example. 

9.1. Legacy NSDI Clearinghouse search 
interface 

Begin a search for metadata by opening an Internet 
browser and connecting to the FGDC search page 
http://clearinghouse3.fgdc.gov/ (Fig. 9.1). 

There are six entry points or gateways that provide 
exactly the same lists of servers or Clearinghouse 
nodes.  For this example, we will choose the 
NOAA CSC Clearinghouse Gateway. 

In Fig. 9.2 are the three different types of search 
interfaces you can use to search for geospatial 
data: the search wizard, the map interface with 
place names, and the place names without the use 
of Java applet.  We will use the NSDI Search 
Wizard to “smart select” servers and data. 

 

 
Fig. 9.1. FGDC NSDI Clearinghouse Network page. 
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In Fig. 9.3, the Clearinghouse Search Wizard 
provides three methods to find servers with data. 
Choose all topics, any one of up to four topics, or 
all of up to four topics that are listed.  We will 
choose the topic “Ocean and Estuarine Resources 
and Characteristics” by checking the provided 
check box next to the topic and then click the 
“Next” button to continue with the search. 

The window shown on Fig. 9.4 allows you to 
define the geographic area of coverage. This 
search page is also the second search option on the 
Gateway page.  It allows search of the 
Clearinghouse sites using the map interface with 
place names. For PICES metadata, enter the 
bounding coordinates of the area that is of interest 
to you.  The general northern North Pacific 
bounding coordinates are 90° North, 30° South, 
110° West, and 110° East.  You have the option of 

using the interactive map or entering the 
coordinates directly.  Once you have identified 
your search area, click the “Next” button. 

Figure 9.5 lists all servers that contain metadata 
within the area you identified in your geographic 
area option.  Select all the data servers to search 
for metadata. Click on the “Clear All” button to 
uncheck all the servers.  Since we want to search 
for and through PICES member country metadata, 
choose the PICES servers or Clearinghouse nodes 
listed on the page by checking the boxes next to 
the nodes:  “PICES–KODC”, “PICES–NOAA 
NPEM”, and “PICES–TINRO”.  To learn more 
about the data server in which you are interested, 
click on  the  “More Information”  link next to the 
data server name.  When you are finished selecting 
the server and ready to continue, click “Next”. 

Fig. 9.2 NOAA Coastal Services Center (CSC) Entry Point to Geospatial Data Clearinghouse. 
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Fig. 9.3 Clearinghouse Search Wizard.  Begin your search. 

 
Fig. 9.4 Specify the geographic area of coverage. 
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Fig. 9.5 Select the Data Server(s) to search. 
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The window shown by Fig. 9.6 presents the option 
of identifying the time period of content and 
entering text to search for.  With the time period of 
content, you can choose to look for data that 
begins at a certain date or provide a range of dates. 

With the “Full-Text” or “by Field” search, enter 
the words that you want to search for in your 
metadata.  You have the option of using the 
And/Or conditions to use more than one word in 
multiple fields. 

You can also choose the maximum number of 
search result records to see on a page.  You are 
now done entering search options.  Your next 
move is to click the “Search” for metadata button 
at the bottom of the page. 

On the search results page, e.g., Fig. 9.7, each 
Clearinghouse node is listed with its search status 
and number of metadata record-matched results. 
Each Clearinghouse node is clickable when the 
search is successful and has returned a number of 
results.  Just click on the node to view a list of 
matched metadata. 

Clicking on a node brings up a list of metadata 
titles (Fig. 9.8).  You can review each metadata 
record either by its summary or full description.   
Click on the “Summary” link to view a metadata 
summary page (Fig. 9.9) or click on the “Full” link 
to view a metadata full description page  
(Fig. 9.10). 

 

Fig. 9.6 More search options: time period of content and field text search. 
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Fig. 9.8 A list of metadata titles with summary and full metadata description links. 

 
Fig. 9.7 Metadata search results page. 
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As shown by Fig. 9.9, the summary page will 
provide you with the metadata title, time period of 
content, and the bounding coordinates.  You also 
have the option of seeing the full description page 
by clicking on the “Full” link at the top corner of 
the page, or view previous or next summary 
metadata page with the navigation links at the top 
corner of the page. 

Figure 9.10 illustrates a full metadata description 
page. Scroll down the page to see the whole page. 
You also have the option of choosing the viewable 
format of the metadata record with links at the top 
of the page under the metadata title. 

9.2. New GeoNetwork search interface 

The NSDI Clearinghouse has begun a transition 
from their old proprietary legacy interface (See 
Section 11) to a new opensource interface called 
GeoNetwork. GeoNetwork is simpliar to the 

legacy interface but offers more functionality, yet 
it is still based on the tried and true Z39.50 
communication protocol.  Users can download the 
GeoNetwork software via the Internet at  
http://geonetwork-opensource.org/.  

To search with GeoNetwork’s interface, go to 
http://edclxs25.cr.usgs.gov:8080/geonetwork/srv/e
n/main.home?extended=on&remote=on&attrset=g
eo&hitsPerPage=10 (Fig 9.11), enter search 
criteria, select a server or group of servers, and put 
your mouse over the search gear on the right edge 
of the page and click. 

This brings up a listing of records found  
(Fig. 9.12).  Click on one of these and more 
deailed information is displayed in a default view 
(Fig. 9.13), an advanced view (Fig. 9.14) or an 
XML view (Fig. 9.15).  

 

Fig. 9.9 Summary metadata page. 
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Fig. 9.11 GeoNetwork search interface. 

 
Fig. 9.10 Full metadata description. 
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Fig.9.12 GeoNetwork search results. 

 
Fig. 9.13 GeoNetwork detailed search results – default view. 
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Fig. 9.15 GeoNetwork detailed search results – XML view. 

 
Fig. 9.14 GeoNetwork detailed search results – advanced view. 


