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IPHC stock assessment survey 

1,218-1,289 stations / year 



 Seabird occurrence data have been collected on stock 
assessment surveys since 2002 

 Initially a collaborative project between the IPHC, 
Washington Sea Grant, Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game and the National Marine Fisheries Service sablefish 
survey 

 Collaboration ended in 2004, but IPHC permanently 
incorporated the seabird collection protocols into its survey 
program 

History 
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After hauling, sampler estimates the 
number of birds by species, within a 
50 m radius of the stern 
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Common bird trends 
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Marine mammal data 
 

• Opportunistic via sighting forms 2001- 
present 

• Depredation records since 2009 
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Mammal sighting data 2001-2012 





Depredation tracking  
 Started in 2009  
 Gear damage by toothed whales and 

pinnipeds 

Levy Boitor 



 



 



 



Summary 
 Pros 

– Long data series of repeatable stations 
– Large geographic scope 
– Publically available though not well known 

 Cons 
– Only in summer 
– Gaps in coverage 
– Samplers aren’t experts (rarities might be under-reported) 
– Marine mammal sightings are opportunistic  
– Depredation records are only toothed mammals 



 Other data sets 
In a continuing project that began in 2009, the IPHC 
deployed water column profilers from its survey vessels to 
collect oceanographic data from southern Oregon 
northward along the coast all the way through the Aleutian 
Islands and into the Bering Sea 
http://www.ecofoci.noaa.gov/projects/IPHC/efoci_IPHCData.shtml 

 

http://www.ecofoci.noaa.gov/projects/IPHC/efoci_IPHCData.shtml

